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Tammy Wynn pushed her father’s
body into a crematory furnace. She
pressed a button, heating it to more
than 1,000 degrees, and watched as the
fl�ames turned her father, a World War II
veteran, into bone fragments. 

Along with her grief, she felt a
strange sense of peace. Because she
knew what was happening. She could
see it. 

A year earlier, in 2003, her 18-year-
old cat died. 

Cagney had traveled around the
country with her, as she left jobs in
therapy and hospital administration to
advise businesses in New York and New
Jersey. 

Then, she took her cat to the veteri-
narian. 

“It’s time,” she was told. 
And that was that. Cagney was euth-

anized; Wynn wasn’t allowed to watch. 
Wynn’s father, who she called her

best friend, was diagnosed with cancer
a few months later. He spent six months
in hospice before his death. 

In many ways, it was the most pain-
ful time of Wynn’s life. But in some
ways, because of the support hospice Tammy Wynn, founder and CEO of Angel’s Paws, photographed in her Blue Ash

office on Aug. 10. Angel’s Paws is a service that provides end of life service for
pets. AMANDA ROSSMANN/THE ENQUIRER

Angel’s Paws gives
relief to pets, owners

Hospice takes care of
animals in their last days

Keith BieryGolick
Cincinnati Enquirer

USA TODAY NETWORK

See ANGEL’S PAWS, Page 5A

“I didn’t feel alone

anymore.” 
Shannon Petree
a pet owner who uses Angel’s Paws’ services

The letter submitted to a Cincin-
nati City Council earlier this year bore
an all-caps headline: “MOTORCYCLE
MENACE.” 

The letter outlined what Carol
Gibbs, president and chief executive
offi�cer of the Mt. Auburn Community
Development Corporation and a com-
munity activist, complained of a seri-
ous quality-of-life issue for at least 11
neighborhoods across Cincinnati,
from Mount Auburn to North Avon-
dale.

The letter described large groups
of 30 to 50 or more motorcycle, dirt
bike and ATV riders loudly driving
through neighborhoods at all times of
the day and night, damaging property
in the process, frequently running
lights, weaving through traffi�c and 

Noisy
hobby or
‘motorcycle
menace?’
Residents waiting for
city to act on riders

Cole Behrens
Cincinnati Enquirer

USA TODAY NETWORK

See RIDERS, Page 3A

Sometimes it isn’t a surprise when a
life ends violently. It’s never justifi�ed,
it’s always tragic, but it isn’t always sur-
prising. 

Maybe the slain person had a hot
temper or was quick to pick fi�ghts. May-
be she was entangled in drugs. Maybe
he had an unsavory job.

None of this was true for 17-year-old
Aurora McCarter, family members say.

She was the type of child who talked
people out of violence, the type who
looked for the good in others and re-
fused to write anyone off� as a lost cause.

She’d barely known trouble in her
life, much less violence. 

“Aurora is just a beautiful child, a
sweetheart, very humble, very respect-
ful,” Donna White, McCarter’s aunt,
said Wednesday. “We never had to wor-
ry about her because we never saw her
do anything wrong.” 

McCarter was fatally shot Friday in
East Price Hill. Her death has left her

family heartbroken and reeling, of
course, but they’re also angry and con-
fused. How could it be that the quiet one
in the family – the compliant daughter,
the bright student, the future police offi�-
cer – was killed during an alleged gun
sale? 

“This is a nightmare we never expect-
ed to come,” White said.

McCarter’s death came during a par-
ticularly violent weekend in Cincinnati,
during which four others were killed in 

Aurora McCarter
OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL DAVE YOST

Family: Aurora McCarter’s death ‘a nightmare’
Amber Hunt and Cameron Knight
Cincinnati Enquirer

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MCCARTER, Page 4A

The letter submitted described large
groups of motorcyclists loudly
driving through neighborhoods.
ABIGAIL DOLLINS/STATESMAN JOURNAL
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provided, her cat’s death left her more
emotionally scarred than her father’s. 

When Cagney died, she looked for
support groups. She found none. And
when she Googled animal hospice, she
found nothing like that existed. 

So, she created one. 
At 50 years old, Wynn went back to

school to become a licensed veterinary
technician. She also worked in human
hospice. Six years after her father died,
she opened Angel’s Paws, one of the fi�rst
pet hospices in Ohio. 

‘You were our fi�rst baby’ 

What Wynn created mirrors human
hospice. Vets are available 24/7 and will
make visits to your home. The process
becomes about the pets’ pain manage-
ment and comfort, not curing them.

Animals could be in the program for
days, months or years. It costs $650 for
hospice care up to a year. Home eutha-
nasia and a private cremation can cost
between $500 and $600.

About 100 animals are currently en-
rolled in their hospice program. During
the pandemic, they’ve helped more than
700 pets. 

Typically, they’ll bring dogs a Mc-
Donald’s hamburger for their last meal.
And after an animal dies, they’ll take it
away in a 4-foot stretcher. 

In silver Prius cars, with license
plates that say things such as “Gr8 Pet”
and “Soul Pet”, the animals are taken to
a Blue Ash facility. There, Wynn adjusts
a sign hanging on the bathroom door.
“Cat People,” the sign says. The rest-
room beside it has a fi�re hydrant on a
sign that says, “Dog People.”

In another room, which Wynn calls
the chapel, light shines through a
stained-glass window. 

On a desk in front of the window,
there’s a wooden urn containing a dog’s
remains. A family will stop by in a few
minutes to pick it up. Next to the box are
clippings of Dudley’s fur and a paw-
print ornament. 

On the other side of the room is a
notebook, full of hand-written mes-
sages. Messages that show loss is loss.
Messages that show sometimes we
need help getting through it:

Maggie, You were our fi�rst baby.

Thank you for being my best friend.
Isabelle, I’ll never be the same with-

out you. 
Zeus, Your infamous bark and love of

meatballs will be remembered always.
Our house is so very quiet and lonely at
times. 

Hoss, I don’t know how I will go on
without you, but I know you would want

me to be happy. 

‘I didn’t feel alone anymore’ 

At some point, Shannon Petree will
visit the chapel to pick up the remains of
her cat, Pete, who has lymphoma. He’s
in hospice care now.

The coronavirus had already taken
Petree’s work when her cat got sick in
July. She cried for 45 minutes before
calling Angel’s Paws, because she
thought it was the end. She thought it
was goodbye to the cat who could open
doors by himself, who she nearly named
Stud because of his sturdy frame and
who made a habit of appearing on Zoom
calls. 

She felt better once she did. 
“I didn’t feel alone anymore,” Petree

said. 
A few weeks ago, Petree thought Pete

was going to die. She’d been to multiple
vets, and because of COVID-19 restric-
tions, she handed him off� in the parking
lot. She didn’t want it to end like that. 

Last week, Pete sat in her lap for an
hour outside. 

Wynn counted the cat’s breaths as
they talked. About how Pete, named af-
ter the tennis player Pete Sampras,
wouldn’t eat a few weeks ago. About the
medicine they started putting on his
ears, instead of shoving a pill down his
throat. And about how they shaved a
small spot on his back, to place the
medicine, when his ears became too
sensitive. 

Pete turns 15 in September. And be-
cause of Angel’s Paws, Petree is sure he
will make it until then. But if he doesn’t,
she’ll know who to call.

Back in Blue Ash, past the restrooms
and a few medical offi�ces is the crema-
torium. The furnace is set to 1,604 de-
grees. Before cremation, animals are
kept across the hall in an air-condi-
tioned room. In most vets, Wynn said,
they’d be in a bag in the freezer.

Here, a cat is on the counter. It’s cov-
ered by a blanket, and its head rests on a
pillow.

Angel’s Paws
Continued from Page 1A

Tammy Wynn, founder and CEO of Angel’s Paws, helps Shannon Petree, of Green Hills, position her cat, Pete, so he's
comfortable on Aug. 12. PHOTOS BY AMANDA ROSSMANN/THE ENQUIRER

Pet photos line a wall of those who
have donated to Angel's Paws inside of
the chapel at the Blue Ash location.
Angel's Paws is a service that provides
end of life service for pets.
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